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Agenda

• CFNC Overview

• What is CFNC?

• Tools to use before NC Countdown to College (C2C)

• ProTools – access instructions

• C2C Overview

• What is C2C?

• September - Education Professionals Month

• October - month overview and activities

• College Application Week

• Q & A



A free resource for North Carolina students and families to 

Plan, Apply, and Pay for College!

• Comprehensive website
(English & Spanish) at   
CFNC.org 

• Toll-free telephone advice at 
866.866.CFNC

• “Boots on the ground” in 
every area code in NC

• Educator resources

• Financial tools

• Began in 2000
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Tools to Use Before NC Countdown to College (C2C)

1. Creating CFNC Accounts

2. Career Assessments

3. Explore Programs/Majors

4. College Search

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=S0L0_OeM67E
https://www2.cfnc.org/learnAboutYourself
https://www2.cfnc.org/programsMajors/
https://www2.cfnc.org/college-search
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Tools to Use Before NC Countdown to College (C2C)

5. Review CFNC.org/C2C

6. Print off the College Admissions 

Checklist for students – remind them

That the FAFSA will not open on 

October 1st this year.

Others?

http://www.cfnc.org/c2c
https://www.cfnc.org/media/spdnrtmk/cfnc-college-admission-checklist.pdf
https://www.cfnc.org/media/spdnrtmk/cfnc-college-admission-checklist.pdf
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ProTools – Overview and Access Instructions

• Access your ProTools account – cfnc.org/protools

• Assist students with login issues prior to College Application Week (CAW)

• Review application process, transcript tracking, do career reporting, and more.

• Robust ProTools help center

https://www.cfnc.org/education-professionals/cfnc-professional-tools/
https://protoolshelp.cfnc.org/hc/en-us
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What is NC Countdown to College?

2005

•Pilot 

2006

•15 GU High 
Schools

2008

•Statewide 
Event

2017

•Month Long 
Initiative

2023

•Celebrating 
18 years

North Carolina Countdown to College (C2C) is a statewide initiative sponsored by CFNC. It is a month 

long initiative that encompasses FAFSA, RDS, and applications.

The goal of the C2C initiative is to increase the number of students who pursue postsecondary education by 

assisting high school seniors with the college admissions process (residency, FAFSA, and applications) and 

ensuring that each participating student submits at least one admissions application. 

Students MUST begin on CFNC.org
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September Overview

During September, C2C and CFNC offers an entire month of professional 
development opportunities, with CEUs offered. These trainings focus on the 
three main areas of C2C: residency, FAFSA, and admissions, in a variety of 
unique ways.

https://www.cfnc.org/events/countdown-to-college-training-schedule/
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Sample C2C Planning Timeline Suggestion

• Request funding & prize 

donations

• Determine CAW structure

• Reserve computer lab, 

library, classroom space for 

CAW

• Begin organizing family 

financial aid nights

• Continue classroom 

workshops – introduce 

FAFSA & create FSA ID’s

Planning Tasks
S

e
p

te
m

b
e
r

Objectives

1. Gather resources and 

make reservations for 

C2C programs

2. Connect with parents 

and families about 

RDS

3. Continue ongoing 

student-facing 

initiatives
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Sample C2C Planning Timeline Suggestion

• Share C2C plans with teachers 

and staff

• Design outreach materials (fliers, 

bulletin board, etc.) for C2C –

CAW,  etc.

• Confirm C2C workshop speakers 

(ex: CFNC Spanish Services)

• Continue classroom workshops 

– college list building, RDS, 

financial aid awareness, etc.

• Promote and have students 

collect necessary materials for 

RDS drive

Planning Tasks

S
e
p

te
m

b
e
r

Objectives

1. Prepare students and 

families to complete 

RDS 

2. Get buy-in from 

school staff

3. Solidify C2C outreach
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Sample C2C Planning Timeline Suggestion

• Check which students still need 

to make CFNC accounts, FSA 

ID’s, etc.

• Start spreading the word to 

students about C2C

• Track how many students are 

completing at least 1 college 

application

• Continue classroom workshops 

– college application and essay 

writing 

• Host RDS drive and 

supplemental College 

Application Clinic

Planning Tasks
S

e
p

te
m

b
e
r

Objectives

1. Promote C2C school-

wide

2. Big push for RDS 

completion

3. Final planning stages 

of C2C
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October Overview and Activities

Planning Your Site for NC C2C

• Perform technology preparations

• Ensure your IT staff reviews the list of whitelisted websites.

• Work with technology support staff to ensure that firewalls or other access 
restrictions will not prevent students from accessing online applications the 
day of the event. 

• Coordinate a site team and reach out to volunteers

• Plan your events - suggested themes: 

• Week 1: Plan Your Future

• Week 2: RDS & FAFSA

• Week 3: College Application Week

• Week 4: I Applied, What’s Next?

• Promote your events

https://www.cfnc.org/media/jxajz5kp/c2c-site-coordinator-s-resource-guide-2022.pdf
https://www.cfnc.org/media/tuppjle0/cfnc-technology-guidelines-for-countdown-to-college.pdf
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October Overview and Activities

• Virtual student sessions happening throughout the month

• Spanish services offered during select student sessions

• Virtual Career Fair on October 5, 2023 3:30-5pm

• College Application Week: October 16-20th (to 11:59pm on 10/20/23)

• List of colleges who have opted to waive fees will be released on October 1st.

• Resources available in English & Spanish

• Visit CFNC.org/c2c or https://www.cfnc.org/apply-to-college/nc-countdown-
to-college/for-schools/ for more information!

https://www.cfnc.org/apply-to-college/nc-countdown-to-college/for-students/
https://cfnc.app.neoncrm.com/np/clients/cfnc/event.jsp?event=35&
https://www.cfnc.org/apply-to-college/nc-countdown-to-college/for-schools/
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Activity Suggestions

Remember not to get overwhelmed! Pick 1 or 2 activities to do with students 
each week during October. For example –

Week One:

✓ Meet with all seniors to ensure they can log into their CFNC accounts & have the correct 
HS listed.

✓ Encourage students to attend our virtual career fair.

✓ Consider holding a parent meeting with one of our Spanish Services Reps for DACA 
students or mixed-status families. 

Week Two:

✓ Send information home with all seniors about RDS and why it needs to be completed. 
Also, a simple direction sheet with information on where to access it.

✓ Hold a Financial Aid Information session for students & parents in the evening (record & 
send out for those who could not attend). Encourage them to get their FSA IDs. Consider 
reaching out to your local college’s financial aid office and your CFNC Regional 
Representative.

https://cfnc.app.neoncrm.com/np/clients/cfnc/event.jsp?event=35&
https://www.cfnc.org/education-professionals/contact-a-cfnc-regional-rep/
https://ncresidency.cfnc.org/residencyInfo/resources
https://www.ncresidency.org/important-before-you-begin/
https://www.ncresidency.org/
https://studentaid.gov/
https://www.cfnc.org/education-professionals/contact-a-cfnc-regional-rep/
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Activity Suggestions

Week Three:

✓ College Application Week! Get your whole school involved!

✓ Have teachers wear their alma matter apparel & list what college they attended outside their 
classroom doors.

✓Have 1-5 days open for students to complete college applications in a computer lab

✓ Share these Admissions Essay Tips with your students

Week Four:

✓ Encourage students to (virtually) attend sessions this week about next steps

✓Plan events with your CFNC Regional Representatives to present these next steps to 
students and/or parents in-person.

✓ Offer a handout to all seniors on what to expect next –

✓ RDS – RCNs and reconsiderations

✓ FAFSA – Offer letters

✓ College Admissions

https://www.cfnc.org/media/p3hnbjlp/ask-me-about-it.pdf
https://www.cfnc.org/apply-to-college/college-application-resources/admissions-essay-tips/
https://www.cfnc.org/education-professionals/contact-a-cfnc-regional-rep/
https://www.cfnc.org/media/yuqpmtlj/i-applied-now-what.pdf
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Best Practice Idea

Offer prize incentives:

• Students who workshopped 45 min or more 

got free college swag prize

• Application competition: student who 

applied to the most colleges during CAW 

got a free $50 Amazon gift card

Credit: Kallie Kressly 
Former College Adviser | App State
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College Application Week 

1. The NC College Application Week will be held October 16, 2023- October 20, 2023.

2. None of the NC community colleges charge application fees. 

3. Majority of colleges and universities will accept the SAT, ACT, and NCAC fee waiver. 

4. A list of all colleges and universities that will be waiving their application fee can be 
found on CFNC.org/C2C – available October 1!

5. Students MUST begin on CFNC.org!

https://www.cfnc.org/apply-to-college/nc-countdown-to-college/2022-events-schedule/


Education

Professionals

Week

Preparing for CAW

•Advertising:

• Weekly emails to seniors & parents

• CAW free apps lists

• Email and in-class reminders leading up to CAW

• Flyers

• Eye-catching bulletin board

•College application and college essay workshops

• Senior heavy classrooms, virtual & in-person

• 1-2 weeks before CAW

•Coordinated with guidance counselors to plan 

programming

•Requesting donations for prizes
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Let’s Get the 
Ball Rolling!

Questions or 

suggestions? 

Drop them in 

the chat!
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