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[bookmark: _lt7ri35u16ic]Overview:
What is NC College Connect?   
· NC College Connect is a program created with the goal of increasing access to higher education by matching North Carolina public high school seniors with specific UNC System universities, North Carolina Independent Colleges and Universities, and their local North Carolina community college where they already meet admissions requirements. 
· This program allows students to bypass the traditional application process – including essays, test scores, and recommendation letters. 
· All students in membership, who begin their senior year at a North Carolina public high school and are on track to graduate, are eligible for the NC College Connect program.
Who can participate in NC College Connect?
· All North Carolina public high school seniors on track to graduate are eligible for NC College Connect.
· If a student starts their senior year at a NC public high school and is on track to graduate with a diploma, they’ll receive notice in the fall of their senior year that they have been directly admitted to their local community college.
· If a student starts their senior year at a NC public high school, is on track to graduate with a diploma, has a weighted 2.8 GPA or higher, has a fourth-level math, and meets program requirements, they’ll also be directly admitted into additional 4-year colleges and universities.
· Students with a higher GPA will be eligible for more institutions. Direct admission could be impacted by any declines in GPA throughout a student’s senior year.
Which colleges and universities are included in NC College Connect?   
· All 58 North Carolina Community College System colleges.
· The following UNC System institutions:  
· Appalachian State University 
· East Carolina University 
· Elizabeth City State University  
· Fayetteville State University 
· North Carolina Central University  
· University of North Carolina Asheville 
· University of North Carolina at Charlotte 
· University of North Carolina at Greensboro  
· University of North Carolina at Pembroke 
· Western Carolina University  
· Winston-Salem State University 
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· The following North Carolina Independent Colleges and Universities:  
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· Barton College
· Belmont Abbey College* 
· Bennett College*
· Brevard College
· Campbell University
· Catawba College
· Chowan University
· Gardner-Webb University*
· Greensboro College
· Guilford College*
· Johnson C. Smith University*
· Lees-McRae College
· Lenoir-Rhyne University*
· Livingstone College
· Louisburg College
· Mars Hill University*
· Meredith College*
· Methodist University
· Mid-Atlantic Christian University
· Montreat College
· North Carolina Wesleyan University
· Pfeiffer University
· Queens University of Charlotte (new!)
· Salem College*
· Shaw University
· University of Mount Olive
· Warren Wilson College
· William Peace University
· Wingate University
*These colleges and universities have additional requirements for a student to qualify for direct admission. These requirements will be noted in each institution’s NC College Connect form.
Why is completing the NC College Connect form more beneficial for students than other applications?
· [bookmark: _Int_3Td1HTkl]NC College Connect offers direct admission, with no essays, letters of recommendation, or list of activities required. The NC College Connect form offers a simpler way to apply to participating North Carolina colleges and universities. Instead of completing other traditional applications, such as other institutional applications or the Common App, students fill out one streamlined NC College Connect form that pre-populates for each participating institution the student is interested in. This process saves time and reduces application barriers, allowing students to focus on scholarships and finish their senior year strong. 
How were the NC College Connect colleges and universities determined?   
· NC College Connect is a state-wide program including UNC System universities, North Carolina Independent Colleges and Universities, and all North Carolina community colleges. Colleges and universities participating in the NC College Connect program voluntarily agreed to be a part of the program based on their existing admissions criteria.    
What if students are interested in colleges or universities that are not part of the program? 
· While students may qualify for direct admission to the colleges and universities that are a part of NC College Connect, students are encouraged to apply to any other college or university they would like to attend via CFNC.org, including other UNC System universities, North Carolina community colleges, and North Carolina Independent Colleges and Universities, based on their priorities and interests. 
[bookmark: _14rzykiuudfd]Eligibility and Participation:
[bookmark: _lqmqswhr6229]Who is eligible for NC College Connect?
· All North Carolina public high school students are eligible for NC College Connect. 
· The student must:
· be in membership of a public high school on the date of the data pull September 9 and on track to graduate with a diploma.
· meet course requirements and any additional criteria required by individual institutions, as well as complete and submit the form for each interested college or university. 
· start senior year at an NC public high school and be on track to graduate in order to be directly admitted to their local community college in the fall of their senior year.
· start senior year at an NC public high school, be on track to graduate, have a weighted 2.8 GPA or higher, have a fourth-level math, and meet program requirements in order to be directly admitted into additional 4-year colleges and universities.
· Students with a higher GPA will be eligible for more institutions.
· Occupational Course of Study students are eligible for NC College Connect as long as they are on track to earn a high school diploma and not a certificate.
Are charter school students eligible?
· Yes. Charter schools are public schools, so charter school students are eligible for NC College Connect.
Will students be admitted to all the institutions participating in NC College Connect?
· No. Students will be matched to a select list of participating NC College Connect colleges and universities based on their weighted GPA and if they meet NC College Connect requirements. 
· The higher a student’s GPA, the more colleges to which they’ll be admitted!
· All students will receive direct admission to their local community college if they meet eligibility criteria.
How and when will students find out if they’re eligible for this program?
· All North Carolina public high school students will receive an official letter to participate in the program and will be able to view their personalized list in their CFNC portal starting September 15. 
When students apply, are they still going to be eligible for scholarships as they would regularly? 
· Yes, qualifying for the NC College Connect program does not impact any financial aid opportunities or eligibility for merit-based scholarships. 
· Student transcripts will be sent automatically with their NC College Connect form.
· Students may be asked to submit additional information for scholarship opportunities at specific institutions. It’s important that students submit as early as possible to meet scholarship and other institutional requirements. 
· Additionally, students are encouraged to complete the Free Application for Federal Student Aid (FAFSA) to understand their financial aid opportunities.
If a student did not receive a NC College Connect letter but was on the NC-SIS report, are they still eligible for the program?   
· Yes, all students in membership and on track to graduate with a diploma will receive a letter in September. If a student does not receive a letter, they can check their CFNC portal for their personalized list of eligible colleges or universities. 
· To see which colleges and universities a student qualifies for, the student may visit the NC College Connect page and click the green "Claim Your Spot" button. Students will need to log in using their CFNC account credentials to view their eligible institutions. 
The portal says the student is not eligible, but they meet the GPA and course requirements. What should we do? 
· Have your student check their CFNC profile account. It must match exactly what is in Infinite Campus/NC-SIS. Have them check the exact spelling of their first and last name. Also be sure their birthdate and NC student number are correct. If any of these pieces are not matched correctly based on the data pull, the student will receive an “ineligible” message. Use your validation report to help with this process.
If a student attended a private high school for a period of time, will that student qualify for NC College Connect?  
· Yes, as long as they are in membership, enrolled in a North Carolina public high school at the beginning of their senior year, and are on track to graduate with a high school diploma. 
If my student is graduating from high school early, while in the 11th grade, can they still participate in NC College Connect? 
· No. NC College Connect is only available for students who are seniors. The NC-SIS recognizes these students as juniors and they are not eligible.   
Does taking AP, IB, and CCP courses impact eligibility for NC College Connect? 
· AP, IB, and CCP courses are like any college-level course at a high school. They do impact students’ weighted GPA. As long as students meet graduation requirements, they remain eligible for NC College Connect.
Why is my student not showing up on the 4-year college verification report in the NC-SIS? They have the appropriate weighted GPA.
· Check their schedule and make sure the fourth-level math is correctly scheduled. A student may have a placeholder for the fourth-level math instead of an actual course code. 
Why did a student not receive a letter, but their account in CFNC still shows they are eligible?
· A student may not have received a letter due to an incorrect address. Additional letters will not be mailed. However, please have students check their CFNC.org accounts for a list of their matched colleges and universities.
For Cooperative Innovative High Schools (CIHS)/Early Colleges that have both 12th & 13th grade scholars, will this information be sent to students in both grades? 
· Yes. The information will be sent to both grades based on classification in the NC-SIS on September 9th. Only students who were in Grade 12/13 on September 9th will be eligible for NC College Connect.
If a student receives a letter but is planning to stay at their local early/middle college for another year (13th year), do they need to apply now to the colleges? 
· No, the student needs to wait until their final year before accepting their direct admission offers. If the student continues meeting the requirements of the program, they will receive direct admissions during their 13th grade.
Is a 13th year senior at a CIHS still eligible for the program? 
· Yes, if the student meets the requirements of the program, the student will be eligible to participate in NC College Connect. 
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Academic Requirements:
What are the NC College Connect course requirements?
· For 4-year institutions: If a student meets the State Board of Education graduation requirements, including a fourth-level mathematics course, the course requirements below are met. 
· For community colleges: If a student meets the State Board of Education graduation requirements, the course requirements below are met. Please note that the fourth-level mathematics course is not required for community college admissions.
NC College Connect Minimum Course Requirements:
· English
· Four course units in English language:
· Four course units emphasizing grammar, composition, and literature. 
· Mathematics 
· Four course units of mathematics: 
· Math I, II, and III, and one unit beyond Math III. 
The UNC System strongly encourages future students to take at least one mathematics course unit in the 12th grade. 
· Sciences 
· Three course units in science, including: 
· at least one unit in a life or biological science (for example, biology), 
· at least one unit in physical sciences (for example, physical science, chemistry, physics), and at least one laboratory course. 
· Social Studies 
· Two course units in social studies, including one unit in U.S. History (American History).
· Additional Requirements 
· Two additional academic courses from English, mathematics, science, social studies, world languages, or computer science. (Note: these courses should be selected in alignment with a student’s academic and career objectives.) 

Some independent colleges and universities have additional requirements for a student to qualify for direct admission. This will be noted in each institution’s NC College Connect form. 
Do students need to maintain their weighted GPA of 2.8 or above throughout their senior year? 
· ALL public high school seniors are eligible for NC College Connect, regardless of GPA. The higher the students’ GPA, the more colleges to which they’ll be admitted. If a student plans to attend an institution that requires a minimum weighted GPA of 2.8, they must maintain that GPA throughout their senior year to remain eligible for admission. 
· Should a student no longer meet the NC College Connect requirements or their admitted GPA drops below what it was at the beginning of their senior year, an institution can rescind their admission or require more information, such as test scores.
Where can a student find their GPA used for NC College Connect?  
· Students can find their GPA in their NC-SIS portal or on their transcript, typically wherever their grades are posted. Students can also confirm their admitted GPA with their school counselor.
Why was a certain institution not on my student’s list? Is the student not eligible for this college or university, even though they were accepted into all the others?  
· Some colleges and universities have slightly different requirements. The institutions your student sees are the ones they are eligible for through NC College Connect.
· [bookmark: _tmqn3muv6jo][bookmark: _geeyfv5eho6w][bookmark: _n5yxe2kvowmc][bookmark: _4wc2tjuikq0p][bookmark: _njne5x69balo][bookmark: _p1xp3lo410ud][bookmark: _9hhhynpeklci]Students are encouraged to apply to any other college or university they would like to attend through the traditional application process.

[bookmark: _e0bbf9i4c18c][bookmark: _o32egvlzp1qw]Checking on Student Eligibility:
How can I tell if one of my students is eligible for NC College Connect? 
· School-based personnel can tell if a student is eligible for NC College Connect through the NC-SIS report.  
· Run the two validation reports in the NC-SIS/Infinite Campus to ensure all data are correctly entered.
When will student data be pulled?
· Have student data ready in NC-SIS/Infinite Campus by COB September 8.  
· Please be sure that the student's information is entered in the NC-SIS correctly. Check name, mailing address and schedule.
· Make sure your student’s class schedules are correct by September 8. 
· Eligibility will be determined with the one fall data pull. Once NC College Connect data is pulled, it will not be pulled again. Please note that all students in membership on track to graduate with a diploma will be eligible for NC College Connect. 
· Ensure that there are no placeholder courses in the student's schedule and that the student has completed or is scheduled to complete all required courses (i.e., fourth-level math, etc.).
Is there a resource about the data pull and scheduling guidance for the NC-SIS?
· Yes. Review the document for clear directions:
· NC SIS-Tool - Approved ARTICLE REVIEW: NC College Connect Scheduling Guidance 
How will high schools know who was on the official list pulled?
· Once data is pulled by NCDPI, reports with names of the students will be sent to the Testing and Accountability secure shell. School-based personnel can work with that team to secure the lists. There will be lists available by district and schools.
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Claiming Direct Admission:
Where do students go to claim their spot?
· The CFNC portal will open September 15, 2026. Once it opens, students can go to the NC College Connect portal and log in with their CFNC account.

Students will: 
1. Make sure their CFNC account information matches their NC-SIS name exactly.  
2. Visit nccollegeconnect.org and click the “Claim Your Spot” link on the right side. 
3. Complete their student profile.  Students will then be able to see the colleges to which they are matched.
4. Complete individual direct admissions form for each institution they’re interested in. 
a. Note: Information will be pre-populated from their profile.
5. Receive follow-up information from colleges, including about next steps, after accepting admission. 
What information will students need handy to accept their admission?  
· Students will be required to share basic information such as their name, date of birth, personal email address, intended major, as well as answer some basic questions around campus safety and military affiliation. 
· Please note that completing Residency Determination (RDS) before accepting admission makes the process smoother.
What do counselors need to do after students accept their direct admission? Will counselors need to upload mid-year/final transcripts for those students? 
· Students may be directed to send mid-year transcripts, just like during the traditional application process. It’s critical that students complete their graduation requirements, fourth-level math course and maintain their GPA – or their offer may be rescinded. 
Is there a cap on the number of spaces each college is offering?  In other words, do students need to accept direct admission sooner rather than later? 
· No. Colleges and universities are not capping NC College Connect applications. However, students need to accept their NC College Connect direct admission offers by January 8.
· Have students accept the offer of admission early to be considered for any institutional or merit scholarships. Check institution websites for deadlines.
Do students have to go to the college or university they claim their spot at? 
· This is not a binding decision. Students may accept as many admission opportunities as they’d like; however, we recommend submitting a form only to colleges and universities they are genuinely interested in attending.  
How do students know their application was submitted?
· Students will reach a page that indicates they have successfully completed their form to accept admission! Colleges and universities will download applications and will reach out to students once they’ve processed the application. To ensure colleges and universities can reach them, have your students use their personal email address.
Do my students need to have the QR code to accept admission? What if the student loses their letter?  
· No, the QR code is simply an easy way to get to the NC Connect webpage. The student can always visit https://www.cfnc.org/nc-college-connect/ to access the application portal. As long as their CFNC account matches what is in Infinite Campus, they’ll see what colleges and universities they’re eligible for. 
After a student accepts direct admission, do they also submit a traditional application at the same institution? 
· No. Students only need to submit one application per college or university, as duplicate applications will be deleted.  
When students claim their spot, will the portal automatically ask to send high school transcripts? 
· Yes, submitting the NC College Connect Direct Admission form will send both the student’s current and final transcript once they graduate. After graduation, no further action is required.   
Am I granted direct admission to my selected major? 
· No. Students are only directly admitted to the institution and will need to follow up with respective institutions regarding admissions processes to selected programs. 
If my student does not hear back from any of the institutions where they completed the form, how do students check the status of their application? 
· Students will need to check with the college or university directly, but please give the institution two weeks to receive and process their application. 
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Deadlines, Fees, and Application Costs:
What is the deadline for students to accept their admission at the institutions of their choosing? 
· The application deadline for the NC College Connect program is January 8, 2027. 
· Have students accept their direct admission early if they want to meet priority dates for financial aid, scholarships, honors programs, or specific programs. Applying early — not waiting for College Application Week — has its advantages! 
· Most NC College Connect forms submitted through the NC College Connect portal will be free. For some institutions, students will be required to pay an application fee ranging from $20 to $75 alongside the forms. 
· If application fees are a concern, have students mark their calendars for College Application Week (10/19-10/25) when application fees will be waived for some participating NC College Connect institutions.
Are students who participate in the NC College Connect Program required to pay application fees for their selected colleges or universities? 
· Most NC College Connect forms submitted through the NC College Connect portal will be free. For some institutions, students will be required to pay an application fee ranging from $20 to $75 alongside the forms. 
· Most participating institutions will accept approved fee waivers (such as the College Board or ACT fee waiver).
· Applying to any North Carolina community college is always free, and application fees to North Carolina Independent Colleges and Universities submitted through the NC College Connect portal are waived. 
· Students are encouraged to submit their NC College Connect forms during College Application Week, October 19-25, 2026, to avoid application fees for most participating colleges. Students are encouraged to confirm the final list of College Application Week institutions on CFNC.org, here. 
How do we know which colleges require admissions fees and how much those are? 
· Most NC College Connect forms submitted through the NC College Connect portal will be free. For some institutions, students will be required to pay an application fee ranging from $20 to $75 alongside the forms or use an application waiver.
If a student qualifies for an SAT/ACT/NACAC fee waiver, what will they do to get their fee waived?
· After the NC College Connect form is submitted, students will select "Pay Later" or "Fee Waiver," depending on which option is displayed by the institution. Both options are appropriate. Students will then submit their fee waiver according to the college or university's instructions as soon as possible after submitting the NC College Connect form.
How can a student find the application fee to pay for their submission if they don’t qualify for a fee waiver?
· If a student does not qualify for a fee waiver, they may choose "Pay Later" to submit their application without paying the fee immediately. After the application is submitted, the college or university will contact the student with instructions for completing the payment.
· Application fees vary by institution. Students can find the fee amount on the college's admissions website or by contacting the admissions office directly. If a student has not received payment instructions after submitting their application, they should contact the institution's admissions office for assistance.
What are the safety questions about in the form?
· In efforts to maintain a safe learning community, North Carolina colleges and universities ask safety questions as part of their application processes. These questions ask about any behavioral misconduct during high school and criminal activity.
· Answering “yes” to the safety questions may not necessarily preclude a student from being admitted. However, failing to answer these questions or failing to respond completely, accurately, and truthfully, may be grounds to deny or withdraw a student’s admission or to dismiss a student after enrollment. 
Will students have to complete their Residency Determination (RDS) when they accept their admission? 
· No. A student will not have to indicate or complete Residency Determination (RDS) when they submit their short NC College Connect forms. However, establishing in-state residency is an important step in the college-going process to help students save money on college expenses. Please note that completing Residency Determination (RDS) before submitting the NC College Connect form makes the process smoother.
Once the NC College Connect Program closes, will students still be able to accept their direct admission? 
· No. Once the portal closes, it is no longer available. Encourage students to apply through the traditional application process after the January 8 deadline.
Should a student complete the NC College Connect form as soon as possible? 
· Students should accept their direct admission early if they want to meet priority dates for financial aid, merit-based scholarships, honors programs, specific academic programs and priority housing. Applying early — not waiting for College Application Week — has its advantages.
· Applying early gives students the most options and maximizes scholarship opportunities.
· Apply as early as possible and check each campus’s website for scholarship priority deadlines, honors/program deadlines, and FAFSA priority dates.
· If application fees are a barrier, some institutions will accept a fee waiver, and during College Application Week (10/19-10/25), most institutions will waive application fees.
If a student did not qualify for their preferred institution but is still interested in applying to college, what steps can they take? 
· There are multiple opportunities for students to pursue higher education even if they do not qualify for direct admission through NC College Connect. 
· [bookmark: _cspg07hpjsmt]Students who are not eligible for their preferred institution through the NC College Connect program may visit CFNC.org to learn more about higher education options available and for additional support in planning, applying, and paying for college.
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[bookmark: _gzh05vj6bnzs]Where can educators find resources?
www.cfnc.org/nc-college-connect
www.dpi.nc.gov/students-families/enhanced-opportunities/advanced-learning-and-gifted-education/nc-college-connect
[bookmark: _pf7isauw01pg]Where can educators go to ask questions about the program?  
[bookmark: _Int_8jvTO35J]There are several ways for you to get your questions answered. Use of the following paths:
· District Director of Student Services
· CFNC Resource Center
· CFNC Associate Outreach Director
Education partners across the state are aware of program details and are here to support you as you help students navigate their journey to college. 
Where can you direct students to go to ask questions about the program?
The CFNC Resource Center can answer many general questions about the programs. Students can use the chat, call, or email any questions they may have. 

CFNC Resource Center
Mon–Thu 8am–6pm​ / Fri 8am–5pm​
866.866.CFNC (2362) Option 1​
336.814.2138 (text messages only)​
questions@cfncresources.org ​ 
https://nccc-cfnc.zendesk.com/hc/en-us#faqs 
High School Counselors/Staff:​
cfnc@cfnc.northcarolina.edu 
Universities and Colleges:
Cfnc-campus@cfnc.northcarolina.edu 
District Leaders & Lead School Counselors:
nccollegeconnect@dpi.nc.gov
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